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Key Vocabulary 
 Bubonic Plague-A very infectious disease 

spread by rats, causing swelling, fever, 
and usually death. 

 Black Death-A disease that killed an 
extremely large number of people in 
Europe and Asia in the 

 14th century. 
 Contagious- A disease spread from one 

person to another. 
 Disease-An illness of people or animals 

caused by an infection. 
 Infection- A disease in part of your body 

caused by bacteria. 
 bakery-a place where bread or cakes are 

made and sold 
 diary-a personal record of life’s events 
 eye-witness- person who has seen 

something and can give a description. 
embers-small pieces of glowing coal or 
wood in a dying fire 

 fire-hooks-giant hooks used to pull down 
houses 

 fire-break-when buildings are destroyed 
to make a gap so the fire can’t spread 

 flammable-when something burns easily 
 

The Great Plague Key Facts 
 King Charles II was the monarch of 

England during the Great Plague.  
 The Great Plague occurred 

between 1665 and 1666.  
 Rats carried the fleas that caused 

the plague. They were attracted 
by city streets filled with rubbish 
and waste. 

 Being a plague doctor was a badly 
paid and terribly unpleasant job 
and not one for people who 
wanted a long life. They did wear 
clothing that offered some 
protection. 

 The most common symptoms 
included headaches, fever, 
vomiting, painful swellings on the 
neck, armpits and groin, blisters 
and bruises and coughing up 
blood. 

 There was no cure for the plague. 
People were simply banished to 
their homes. A large red cross was 
nailed to the front door to warn 
others to stay away.  
 

The Great Plague 
Timeline of events 
1348-The plague which became 
known as the Black Death first 
struck London. 
1350-The Black Death had 
killed millions of people. 
1518-The first regulations to 
stop the plague were 
introduced in London. 
February 1665-The outbreaks 
of the plague began in London. 
May 1665-43 people had died 
of the plague.  
June 1665-17,036 people had 
died from the plague. 
August 1665-The plague 
reached Derbyshire’s village of 
Eyam. 
December 1665-By now, the 
people who had fled the plague 
began to move back to 
London. 
September 1666-The Great Fire 
of London occurred 
 
 
 

The Great Fire of London 
Timeline of events 
 2nd September 1666 - 1:30 am: 
A fire started in Thomas 
Farriner’s bakery on Pudding 
Lane in the middle of the night. 
The fire probably came from 
the oven. 
2nd September 1666 - 7 am: 
Samuel Pepys woke up and found 
out that the fire has already 
burnt down 300 houses! 
3rd September 1666 - The 
firemen try to put the fire out 
using leather buckets of water 
and then by pulling down houses 
with fire hooks. They hope 
this will make a fire break but 
the fire keeps on spreading. 
4th September 1666 - St Paul’s 
Cathedral burnt down. 
6th September 1666 - The Fire of 
|London finally stopped but many 
people were left homeless 
because their houses burnt down. 

Great Fire of London Key Facts 

 The Fire of London started on 
2nd September 1666. 

 The weather in London was hot 
and it hadn’t rained for 10 
months. Houses in London were 
mainly built from wood and 
straw which is flammable, 
especially when it is dry. The 
houses were also very close 
together, so the fire could easily 
spread. 

 They fought the fire using 
leather buckets and squirts filled 
with water, axes, fire-hooks and 
gunpowder to make fire-breaks. 

 The fire burned for 4days.As the 
wind died down and changed 
direction the fire became under 
control and was finally put out. 

 13,200 houses were destroyed 
by the fire, 6 people died and 
70,000 people were left 
homeless.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


