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SEND School Information Report  October 2018  

At Wodensfield Primary School we aim that each child should achieve their best. This aim is to develop 

each child academically, intellectually, emotionally, physically, spiritually and socially so that they are 

able to fulfil their true potential and are prepared for the next stage in their education leading towards 

adulthood. 

How children are supported 

Every pupil has a class teacher that they work with on a daily basis. Alongside these pupils our staff 

team is supplemented by a variety of Learning Support Assistants. Pupils work with staff depending 

on the activities and their needs. Activities may take place in class or in one of our additional work 

spaces. Our teaching staff team is supported by our PFSO (Pupil and Family Support Officer) who liaises 

on the gate each morning and supports parents with queries and works between agencies. Provision 

for pupils with additional needs is coordinated by our SENDCO (Special Educational Needs Disability 

Co-Ordinator). She works alongside teaching staff to support putting provision in place for pupils with 

additional needs. Support staff are deployed as appropriate to support needs. Additional agencies and 

services are also invited to work with us in school when we need them to, such as the Hearing 

impairment (HI) service and Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) alongside local schools with 

particular strengths that they can provide through ‘outreach’ support.  

Roles and Responsibilities of the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Leader 

Our SEND Leader, working alongside the Head Teacher and Governing Body, has responsibility for the 

strategic development of the SEND policy and provision. They have day to day responsibility for the 

operation of the SEND policy and the co-ordination of specific provision to be made to support 

individual children with SEND, including those with statements and EHC plans. The SEND Leader 

provides professional guidance to colleagues and works closely with children, parents and other 

agencies to monitor pupils’ progress and plan interventions where progress is slower than expected. 

How we identify children with SEND 

All children are assessed when they join our school, so that we can build upon their prior learning. We 

use this information to provide starting points for the development of the right learning for pupils at 

the right stage of their development. If a pupil’s first language is not English we will do our best to 

seek the correct language assessment for them and then carry out termly assessments to measure 

progress and plan for next steps. 

If children join us from other schools we begin by looking at the information and as necessary 

discussing it with home and the setting. We often use this information to ensure children are placed 

in appropriate groups. All pupils are assessed at least termly as they move through school. These 
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assessments can be in the form of tests, tasks or observations and they lead to information being 

placed on the school’s tracking system. 

All pupils in the Foundation Stage are assessed against the ‘Development Matters in Early Years 

Foundation Stage’ criteria. This is carried out throughout the school day, in all areas of the curriculum, 

through observations, pupils’ work and responses. Evidence is collated in Learning Journeys which 

include parental contributions and assessments are recorded for the cohort in Nursery’s on going 

assessment and in individual ‘Capturing the Journey’ assessments in Reception. Rigorous tracking in 

Nursery and Reception identifies pupils’ progress and achievements. Baseline assessment is carried 

out as children enter Reception class. Teacher monitoring procedures illuminate concerns, targets are 

set and individual support is given within Nursery, intervention group/individual support provided in 

Reception. Following discussions with SENDCo, outside agencies/Early Years Assessment team are 

involved if advisable with pupils added to the SEN register. Pupils are assessed, interventions are 

carried out and targets are set on the Provision Map. Targets are reviewed and set on a termly basis, 

breaking down their learning into smaller steps, allowing key concepts to be revisited on a regular 

basis, progress is reviewed on a termly basis in addition to this. 

From years 1 to 6 all pupils are assessed in reading, writing, mathematics and science on a termly 

basis. This is an on-going process, where children are assessed against skill ladders and Age Related 

Expectations (ARE). If a pupil is not making expected levels of progress they are placed in intervention 

groups at KS1 such as small RWI groups, friendship groups, talking partners, buddy reading, Reading 

Recovery and at KS2 in an RWI group, Fresh Start Group, Better Reading Partners, Talking Partners, 

Precision Teaching etc. 

All children from Reception onwards are grouped according to phonic ability and monitored termly. 

The children are regrouped after the assessment according to their level. In year one a formal 

assessment of pupils phonic ability is made and all pupils continue to be taught phonics and any pupils 

who did not achieve the expected levels are re-tested in year 2. 

How do we measure progress? 

We have in place systems for checking pupil progress that we use for all pupils regardless of any 

additional needs they may have. In our Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) we use the 

‘Capturing the Journey’ Foundation Stage document that all schools and Nurseries use. This is carried 

out throughout the school day, in all areas of the curriculum, through observations, pupil’s work and 

their responses during play. 

In main school, from years 1 to 6 all pupils are assessed in reading, writing, maths and science based 

on Age Related Expectations (ARE) on a termly basis. This is an on-going process using a balance of 

every day work and observations by staff and summative ‘tests’ to show how well pupils are doing 

across the term. If a pupil is not making the progress we would expect them to, or has become ‘stuck’ 

at a stage of their learning for some time, extra support will be provided through intervention sessions, 

either as part of targeted teaching or as part of carefully planned whole class intervention.  

Formal testing happens in Year 1 through the ‘Phonics Check.’ This is a test written by the Government 

to assess pupils’ phonic ability – their ability to read and say words presented to them. The ‘pass mark’ 

changes each year and pupils who are not successful in Year 1 are given the opportunity to try again 
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in Year 2. In addition to this all KS1 children are RWI phonic tested every term and are grouped 

according to their progress.  At the end of Year 2 and Year 6 formal testing takes place in reading, 

mathematics and punctuation and grammar (SPAG) and teacher assessment of writing. Both 

judgements from teachers working with the children, and their test results are used to decide what 

stage of their learning pupils are at and how much progress they have therefore mad. School keeps 

parents up to date on these changes. 

All classes have their pupils’ work moderated both within school and alongside groups of schools and 

local authority in order to maintain consistency and accuracy of assessment.  

Pupils with additional needs or SEND have a termly meeting with class teachers and at these meetings 

have access to the SENDCo to discuss any concerns as well as progress. In these meetings, often at the 

time of parent’s evenings, progresses towards the building blocks in learning are discussed which are 

on the school Provision Map. At this meeting parents will have the chance to talk about how that child 

is getting on and identify what is needed next in their learning. The ‘what’s next’ part may include 

asking for advice from a specialist outside of school, working for a period of time 1-1 on a skill or if all 

concerns have been met removing the child from the plan. 

All pupils with recognised SEND needs, are placed on our provision map and receive support for their 

areas of need. This is very much a sliding scale and will change with time as the individual’s needs 

change. The pupils who are in receipt of an Education and Health Care Plan (EHC) will receive enhanced 

support.  

 

How do we keep a check on our SEND pupils? 

Class teachers write and review targets on the Provision Map on a termly basis as described above. 

The SENDCo supports staff in writing and implementing these targets. The SENDCo also works 

alongside and requests the support of other services as needed. The SENDCo and class teacher use 

their discretion to review and set targets more frequently if the child’s level of need warrants it. By 

the same process intervention may be stopped or changed and targets no longer set if children make 

good progress. At all times we try to share information freely with parents and keep them informed.  

 

How can we help you and how can you help us? 

Learning at Wodensfield is a team approach, we work together to get the very best for our children. 

We have lots of ‘interventions’ or ways or helping our pupils. We may ask pupils to come out of some 

whole class or parts of whole class sessions to have small group or 1-1 teaching take place with a staff 

member, some of these interventions require parents to support their child at home with set activities 

in order for them to gain the full potential of the intervention. 

We have staff trained in the following interventions:-  

Reading Recovery (RR) a highly effective short-term intervention of one-to-one tutoring for low-

achieving Y1 and early Y2 children. The intervention is most effective when it is available to students 

who need it and is used as a supplement to good classroom teaching. Parents are required to work 
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alongside school in supporting their child, by watching their child being taught using RR methods, 

hearing them read and completing activities each day. 

A number of staff throughout the school are ELKLAN trained. This is a speech and language 

intervention which enables them to initially assess children and then follow an NHS speech and 

language therapist’s plan and work through it with the child. They can also help in overcoming some 

language or understanding difficulties. Parents are also encouraged to support these strategies at 

home and will be supported by school when unclear how to do so.  

Precision Teaching is a system by which key facts, vocabulary or concepts are taught for a small period 

of time each day in order to help the child to retain these and place them into their long term memory.  

A number of staff are Cool Kids trained it is an occupational therapy intervention of fun exercises to 

help children from nursery age through to KS2 to achieve early motor skills, including smooth 

controlled crawling, rolling and jumping. It also provides opportunities for older under achievers to 

work through the normal gross physical developmental stages. We focus this intervention on children 

who show co-ordination and sensory difficulties. Different groups are organised throughout the 

school. 

Cool Characters is a fine motor intervention that helps children to better control their pencil and 

therefore their letter formation to help with written work.  This programme is provided by the NHS 

Wolverhampton Occupational Therapy Service. 

Dough gym is another fine motor intervention aimed at building hand muscle strength.  

Better Reading Partners is a highly structured reading intervention which is 1:1, it involves children 

reading to an adult and reflecting on their reading and writing as they do so. This is a timed 

intervention that runs for a specific number of sessions to get the best effect in improving reading 

fluency and understanding. 

Leicestershire Comprehension Programme for KS2 is a small group intervention which runs for an hour 

at least twice a week it is designed to enable children to develop their comprehension skills, by 

questioning, developing vocabulary as well as reading fluency.  

Drawing and Talking trained – this is a one to one therapy offered to support pupils with explaining 

how they are feeling and understanding their emotions. This in turn can help them in speaking about 

feelings but also managing them effectively. 

Grasp and Circle of Friends are small group sessions that look at building up self-esteem and helping 

children who find relationships with others difficult, to make and maintain friendships and be assertive 

in a positive way to keep themselves safe around their peers. 

Lego Express is an intervention which allows children to articulate and manage feelings through 

construction and deconstruction. 

Sand Therapy allows children to use sand play to manage emotions and experiences and learn coping 

strategies. 
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Positive self-esteem training allows children to build up their resilience to any difficulties they face 

and supporting them in making the right choices and viewing themselves positively. 

Every Child a Counter (ECC) is a small group or individual maths intervention to develop basic maths 

skills that will underpin other learning as children move through school. 

Most staff are trained in nurturing and this is an underpinning ethos to our school.  This enables 

children to feel safe and secure in the setting, to learn through exploration, play and leisure activities 

and to secure attachment to develop self- image and self –awareness.  

Each child’s needs are individual and they are closely assessed and monitored to check the right 

strategy is being used and it is having an impact. Changes are then made if needed. 

The SENDCO keeps all of the information about what provision or support is in place for each child on 

a ‘Provision Map’. This document shows who is being supported and why. It also lists the details that 

school needs such as who, when and how. This is kept up to date and amended by the SENDCO and 

staff as appropriate.  

How parents can work with us to support their children? 

Support from parents is very much valued and welcomed. We need their support to make a difference.  

For KS1 homework is daily reading plus spellings and times tables practise, which are set on a weekly 

basis. Homework for KS2 is set on a weekly basis for English and maths as well as spellings and reading. 

Reading books are sent home daily and parents/carers are encouraged to make comments about their 

child, support is given in the form of a key points guide plus parent curriculum meetings.  

Throughout the year we offer a range of workshops for parent/carers to allow them to gain an 

understanding of the learning that takes place and how to support their children at home. Recent 

events have included Reception class meeting, Years 3 &4 reading and maths meetings, maths 

methods, phonics, SATs, Year 1 reading workshop and transition. 

There are a range of parent classes available through our Locality Area Team 8, including the Nurturing 

Programme and Triple P. The SENDCO actively seek links with other agencies and settings to support 

parents. Support and workshop events from Outreach services such as Wolverhampton Information 

and Advice Support Service, Westcroft Special School, Tettenhall Wood Special School and Pennfields 

Special School are also highlighted for parents. 

Class teachers and the SENDCO are available to parents/carers on a daily basis, both at the beginning 

and end of the school day; appointment requests are made via the school office. Where possible staff 

will try and see parents on the same day. Telephone calls, emails, Marvellous Me and text messages 

are often made and sent in order to maintain communication. 

Formal parents/carers evenings are held on a termly basis, but informal meetings are often held. 

Particularly for pupils with identified SEND they can be used to update on any changes in provision, 

discuss strategies and activities to support their child and voice any concerns. 

Who can I speak to? 



6 
 

Wodensfield are a friendly and approachable staff who are always willing to discuss the children; 

however sometimes this may have to be arranged due to teaching and other commitments. All staff 

can be contacted on the school number: 01902 556350 

For your information though the following staff have key identified responsibilities: 

Headteacher / Safeguarding Child Protection Officer - Mrs S Walker 

SENDCO  Miss H Goldsmith 

Deputy Headteacher, Health & Safety, Safeguarding and Behaviour lead- Mr L Gould 

Assistant Headteacher, Curriculum and Safeguarding – Mr A Sharpe 

Attendance Officer: Miss K MC Manus 

Senior Specialist Educational Psychologist: Ms N Khan 

Every Child a Reader & Better Reading Partners: Mrs C Oakley 

Behaviour Support and Nurturing: Miss K Jamieson & Mrs S Tilley 

Talking Partners:  Mrs D Mason 

Hearing Impairment: Mrs C Bragger  

 

Who can do what? 

All staff care about the pupils and do their best to provide the best learning experiences for them. All 

staff access regular and up to date training as our children’s needs change. All new members of staff 

receive in-house training with regards to SEND Policy and procedures from the SENDCO as lead person 

and other staff as directed by her. Lots of training is shared ‘in house’ by staff sharing with others. In 

addition to this our staff have also received training in: 

Cool Kids Training:  Mrs T Lewis, Mrs K Ireson, Miss K Jamieson, Mrs T Shackleton, Mrs S Wright, Mrs 

D Mason, Mrs D Phillips 

Cool Kid and Cool Characters Training:  Mrs T Lewis, Mrs K Ireson, Miss K Jamieson, Mrs T Shackleton, 

Mrs S Wright, Mrs D Mason, Mrs D Phillips 

EHC Assessment: Miss H Goldsmith 

EHA Eclipse Training: Mrs S Walker, Miss K Jamieson, Mr A Sharpe 

ELKLAN training under 5s (Speech and Language): Mrs D Phillips, Miss D Hatton 

ELKLAN training 5-11 years (Speech and Language): Mrs D Mason 

Every Child a Counter (ECC) – Miss D Bansal 

Reading Recovery (Every Child a Reader): Mrs C Oakley 
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Better Reading Partners (BRP)  – All TAs  

Precision Teaching: All TAs  

Lego Express: Miss K Jamieson 

Sand Therapy: Miss K Jamieson  

Nurturing: Mrs S Walker, Mrs J Marshall, Miss K Jamieson, Miss D Hatton, Miss S Hewitt, Mrs E 

Pillinger, Mrs K Emanuel, Mrs Tromans, Mrs C Bellingham, Mrs D Phillips, Mrs S Smith, Miss K Hill, Mrs 

S Bennett, Mrs T Bateman, Mrs T Lewis, Mrs L Richards, Mrs D Mason, Mrs K Ireson, Mrs S Wright.  

Dyslexia Training: All teaching staff 

Behaviour management: All staff 

Restraint Training:  Mrs S Walker, Mr L Gould, Miss S Hewitt, Miss D Hatton, Mrs S Bennett, Mrs K 

Ireson, 

ASD training: All Staff 

PREVENT - Counter Terrorism Training: All teaching, support, lunchtime and clerical staff 

Safeguarding – All staff yearly update, plus staff meeting agenda 

The SENDCo also liaises with specialist outreach service providers such as Tettenhall Wood, Pennfields 

and Westcroft, as and when appropriate for training or in house support. 

 

Who gets helped? 

All pupils in order for them to access the full curriculum are supported. This may be formally or 

informally recorded. These include Mild/Moderate Learning Difficulties, Hearing Impairment, Social 

Emotional and Mental Health, Dyslexia and Dyspraxia. Provisions are also introduced for short periods 

to meet specific, time bound needs as well as meet long term needs such as pupils with statements 

and Education and Health Care Plans. 

How are children supported across school? Do they have a say? 

All staff are responsible for the pastoral care of all pupils. They will raise any concerns with the SENDCO 

or Head, Deputy or Assistant Head Teacher who may, when appropriate, make appropriate referrals, 

seek or organise appropriate support if necessary. 

In addition to support given by staff, we encourage peer support e.g. play leaders, buddying systems, 

a worry box and school council. 

The school has 1:1, small group and whole class sessions delivered through support staff and teachers 

to support pupils with personal and social needs. These support strategies are put in place according 

to need. There are termly assemblies on safeguarding issues, social groups on PSHE which includes 

safeguarding issues and termly lessons on internet safety. 
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What if my child is ill? 

Children do get ill from time to time. If your child is ill we ask you to contact us and let us know.  Mrs 

Weaver makes ‘first day absence’ calls to the families of any children who are not in school on the first 

day of their absence. Attendance is closely monitored and parents will be asked to meet with both the 

Attendance Officer to discuss ways forward if a child’s attendance is particularly poor. If necessary 

home visits will be made as part of a supportive structure to get children into school and learning. 

Every term pupils with what is deemed to be low attendance, are identified and receive a letter from 

the Head teacher formally highlighting their attendance. If attendance issues continue, parents/carers 

are invited to discuss issues and a Parenting Contract is put in place. As part of this support, strategies 

will be discussed and put into place to enable pupils to attend more regularly. 

Attendance on a weekly basis is analysed by class groups and celebrated in assembly. The classes in 

KS1 and KS2 with the best attendance for the week are awarded a class award, which is displayed in 

the entrance hall and in their classrooms.  

Certificates and attendance prizes are given every term for 100% attendance.  

What is behaviour like? What do you expect? 

All pupils are invited to take part in visits and trips related to current learning. Regardless of additional 

needs we strive to make all activities fully inclusive and accessible to all. Additional arrangements for 

pupils with SEND are made as necessary in consultation with families and pupils (Reference Behaviour 

Policy). 

Pupils with SEND have full access to the after school clubs on offer and parents/carers give consent in 

the same way as all other pupils. If you would like more information see our Equal Opportunities 

Policy, also on our website. 

What about when they leave primary school? 

Transition meetings are held in the Autumn Term of Year 6 to inform parents/carers of Secondary 

School Provision. We do our best to support pupils in making school choices. We encourage pupils to 

attend taster and transition days and also actively liaise with secondaries to share information about 

our pupils. SEND pupils in receipt of an Education, and Health Care Plan (EHCP) will discuss the options 

of Secondary School at their Annual review in Year 5 or start of Year 6. Again this is family and person 

centred; it focuses on the needs of the individual. 

In the summer term secondary schools arrange transition days for pupils in Year 6 to attend the school 

and meet their peers. School makes pupils available to meet new staff and class teachers hold 

meetings with receiving colleagues to discuss children’s needs and pass on pertinent information. The 

SENDCo when possible meets receiving SENDCos to discuss specific needs and arranges for SEND 

information to be collected by receiving schools, all information is handled confidentially and taken to 

secondary schools where it is signed for upon receipt. 

What about personal care? 
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We have identified ‘First Aid’ trained staff in school. This Paediatric First Aid Training is updated every 

3 years or as dictated by their training. In addition to this training is given to all staff with regards 

Asthma and epi pen training any other medical needs related to the pupils in school at any given point 

in time (see medical needs policy). 

We have a medicines in school policy, which explicitly outlines how medicines are stored and 

administered in school. We do our best to accommodate the giving of medicines in line with our 

medicines policy. Medicines are securely stored in the office along with relevant proformas for the 

administering of medicines. Asthma inhalers are kept in classrooms appropriate to the pupil in 

question. An emergency inhaler is also held by the school office. Parents/carers are required to fill out 

a medical consent form for any medication needed during the school day. Pupils with long term 

medical needs are listed in the medical room, they have a care plan to support their needs which is 

kept in the office and medical rooms.  

Updates and training are given to meet the needs of the school community. This is delivered through 

the school nurse and specialist nurse teams.  

All staff are in a position to support pupils in the event of ‘personal accident’ e.g. wetting or soiling 

themselves. Parents/carers are informed at the end of the school day or by phone call if they do not 

collect their child. 

What qualifications do staff have? 

In addition to the training listed above, all teachers hold full Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). All staff 

are trained in Safeguarding. Mrs Walker (head teacher), Mr L Gould (Deputy head) and Mr A Sharpe 

(assistant head) are Safeguarding trained to the highest level. Miss Goldsmith SENDCO completed the 

Nationally Accredited SENCO Award in 2018. 

 Who might you ask for help or advice? 

We work closely with lots of ‘agencies’ – this is what we call people outside of school who provide 

support or advice to staff. Amongst them we have recently worked with: 

Speech and Language Therapy Service: Mrs C Jackson  

Special Needs Early Years’ Service (SNEYS)  

Occupational Therapy: Gem Centre 

Visual Impairment Team: R Tipton 

Hearing Impairment Team: C Bragger 

Outreach Services from Westcroft Schools 

Locality 8 Manager: L Ranhunanan 

LA Educational Psychologist: N Kahn 

Your Psychology Educational Psychologist: G Lavan 
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Parent Partnership Service: L Harris 

Parent Support Worker: K Giles 

Tettenhall Wood Special School ASD support: P South  

Will my child’s needs cost me anything? 

Every school has its own budget and within it is a set amount of money to use to support its most 

vulnerable pupils. The school is responsible for managing and evaluating its own budget. This is why 

the provision map referred to earlier is so closely monitored. If we find that a child’s needs are costing 

more than the amount of money given in the budget we can look at ways in which we can request 

additional monetary support to fund them. 

These are ways in which we spend some of our budget to best support our pupils: 

*Learning Support Assistant time for 1:1 support. 

*In KS2 teachers for group interventions for maths and English 

*Small groups for RWI (phonics) in KS1 

*RWI group intervention for KS2 

*Resources – books, apparatus and equipment 

*On-line Programmes: PurpleMaths, Espresso, Education City, Mathletics 

*Cool Kids support in Nursery, KS1 and KS2  

*ELKLAN release for trained staff to support with SALT programmes. 

*Outside Agencies e.g. Locality 8 support 

*EP in school 9 hours per term.  

*Training for staff – face to face and online 

*Outside Agencies – e.g. RE Entry, Northern House 

The way in which our budget is spent varies from year to year and term to term based upon the needs 

of the children in school. 

 

Can my child come here then? 

We follow the Local Authority Admissions Guidelines and so do not discriminate against pupils with 

disabilities and additional needs. The admission arrangements for pupils without a statement of 

special educational needs / Education, Health and Care Plan do not discriminate against or 

disadvantage disabled children or those with special educational needs and follow the normal school 

admissions procedures. As appropriate school takes advice on supporting those pupils joining the 
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school with additional needs and works alongside families and specialists to ensure a smooth 

admission and successful career in school. 

 


